Endoscopic diagnosis of a clinically silent aortoesophageal fistula: case report and review of the literature.
We report a rare case of a secondary aortoesophageal fistula discovered incidentally during elective upper endoscopy. The patient had previously undergone repair of a descending thoracic aortic aneurysm with a Dacron interposition graft. Esophagoscopy 2 months after the aneurysm repair demonstrated a large mid-esophageal erosion with visualization of the aortic graft at the base. The aortoesophageal fistula had been clinically silent to this point. During preparation for surgery the patient developed large-volume esophageal hemorrhage and died following attempted endovascular repair of the fistula. A review of the literature on the diagnosis and surgical management of aortoesophageal fistula is presented.